
Thank you for your interest in St. Louis Children’s Hospital.

Your support of our mission of doing what’s right for kids means 

you have joined us as Guardians of Childhood.

Fundraise Your Way for Kids lets you put your time, talent and 

creativity to work to help St. Louis Children’s Hospital lead the 

way in transforming children’s health. We want you to tell us 

what you’d like to do! You can create a personalized fundraising 

page to celebrate your birthday or other milestone, support an 

athletic event in which you are participating or even to honor or 

remember someone—this is YOUR fundraising campaign. We 

provide the website and tools to help you reach your goals.

With your help, we can pursue better treatments and possible 

cures. We can extend our reach to help every kid in the 

community stay healthy. We can ensure that everything we 

do—from the diagnostic equipment we use, to the research we 

conduct, to the hospital services we provide—is done with the 

needs of kids in mind.

This packet is meant to be a resource as you create your own 

online fundraising page to share and inspire others to be 

Guardians of Childhood. If you have any questions or concerns as 

you read through the packet, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

 

CREATE, SHARE & INSPIRE: Resources to support 
your online fundraising efforts

Questions? Email fundraise4kids@bjc.org. 
St. Louis Children’s Hospital Foundation • One Children’s Place, St. Louis, MO 63110

FundraiseForKids.org
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Pick your theme:

• Dedicate a milestone

• Honor a caregiver

• Get creative with your event

• Create a tribute or memorial

PERSoNAlIzE YouR PAgE:

When you register your fundraiser, 
you will receive a personal webpage 
to share your story, photos/video and 
details about your fundraiser. You may 
choose to designate your fundraising 
efforts to support a particular fund, 
department or program at St. Louis 
Children’s Hospital. If you do not 
designate your gifts, funds raised will 
benefit the Guardians Fund, our areas 
of greatest need.

uSE RESouRCES AvAIlAblE  
To You:

•  A fundraising center that gives you 
a quick look at your fundraising 
progress and tips to be successful.

•  Pre-written e-mails to help in asking 
for support from friends and family.

•  You may also use the Children’s 
Hospital logo to help achieve a 
branded, polished look for letters, 
flyers and other event materials. 
However, the logo may not be used 
in connection with any products 
or services or for any commercial 
purposes.

•  Other questions about creating 
your fundraiser, please see the 
FAQ section of the site or contact 
fundraise4kids@bjc.org. 

THE BIG IDEA!  
Steps to creating your fundraiser
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A FEW RESTRICTIoNS APPlY: 
Children’s Hospital is fortunate and grateful to be the beneficiary 
of numerous community fundraising efforts. Due to federal 
regulations and hospital policy, we are unable to provide the 
following:

	 •	Our	tax	exemption	number

	 •	Funding	or	reimbursement	for	expenses

	 •	Mailing	lists	of	donors	or	vendors

	 •	Hospital	letterhead

CREATE



SENdINg E-MAIlS:

As mentioned earlier in this packet, 
when you register your fundraiser, we 
give you access to a series of pre-
written e-mails that will help you get 
the word out without you needing 
to manage each message. However, 
customizing these e-mails can assist 
in making your fundraising more 
successful—the more someone knows 
your story and why you are passionate 
about raising funds for St. Louis 
Children’s Hospital, the more likely 
they might be to support you and  
your effort. 

Here are some tips to customizing 
your e-mails:

•  Start by explaining your connection 
to St. Louis Children’s Hospital and 
why it’s important to you. Describing 
how Children’s has touched your 
life is probably the most important 
element of your message.

•  In a sentence or two explain 
the good work you see St. Louis 
Children’s Hospital is doing to 
transform children’s health. 
This helps potential supporters 
understand where their money 
would be going and what it would 
be used to accomplish.

•  Be clear to potential supporters 
about what you are looking for; 
make a direct ask for financial 
support.

•  Include a link to your fundraising 
page.

•  Thank your contacts for their time 
and support.

Questions? Email fundraise4kids@bjc.org. 
St. Louis Children’s Hospital Foundation • One Children’s Place, St. Louis, MO 63110
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SHOUT IT FROM THE ROOFTOPS! 
Share your page with friends, family and co-workers

SHARE

PRoMoTE oN SoCIAl MEdIA:

Share your love for Children’s with 
your Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
followers! Here are some sample posts 
and tweets you might consider as you 
try and increase awareness of your 
fundraising efforts:

•  My [number, e.g., 40th] birthday is 
coming up this year and I’d love if 
you could give me the best gift ... 
a donation to help save a child’s 
life! Please check out my fundraiser 
for St. Louis Children’s Hospital 
and make a donation of $[amount, 
e.g., $40] to transform children’s 
health. Thanks! [LINK TO YOUR 
FUNDRAISER]

•  Help me honor the bravest kid I 
know—my child/grandchild/niece. 
She’s five-years cancer free thanks to 
St. Louis Children’s Hospital! You can 
save the life of another child just like 
her. Please donate to my fundraiser 
today [LINK TO YOUR FUNDRAISER]

•  Thanks to the amazing people in 
my life who donated [tag them]! I’ve 
raised $[amount] so far! To anyone 
who hasn’t given yet, please join 
me as a #GuardianofChildhood and 
make a donation to my St. Louis 
Children’s Hospital fundraiser. Thank 
you! [LINK TO YOUR FUNDRAISER]

•  I’m fundraising to make a difference 
for kids fighting at St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital. Check out my fundraiser 
[SHORT LINK]

•  Just launched a fundraiser to 
transform children’s health with @
STLChildrens by raising $XX by MM/
DD. Plz help me out, donate today! 
[SHORT LINK]
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patient



Erin Mazzola remembers looking 
at a clock right before she, her 
husband Nick, and their daughter 
Abigail left an area hospital. Ten 
minutes later they arrived at  
St. Louis Children’s Hospital, after 
a brief ride that was the beginning 
of what she calls a life-changing 
experience.

For several weeks prior, Abigail 
had been vomiting in the 
morning but then seemed fine. 
But soon the vomiting became 
more frequent, and she began 
complaining of headaches. Her 
pediatrician recommended she go 
to the emergency room because 
she was not able to keep food 
down. In the emergency room, 
doctors discovered there was an 
abnormality on Abigail’s brain.

“They told us that the transport 
team from St. Louis Children’s 
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Hospital was on their way, and they 
seemed to be there immediately,” 
Erin recalls. Abigail was taken to 
Children’s Hospital in one of four 
mobile intensive care units (MICUs) 
used by the hospital’s transport 
services team.

Once at Children’s, the Mazzolas 
were introduced to all the 
caregivers who were going  
to take care of Abigail.

Abigail had a 5-centimeter tumor 
that was blocking the brain stem 
from draining fluid. She would 
require a 7-hour surgery the next 
day with pediatric neurosurgeon 
Dr. David Limbrick. A couple 
of days after surgery, an MRI 
confirmed that Dr. Limbrick had 
removed the entire tumor.

Abigail remained in the PICU 
for several more days and then 
transferred to the neurorehab 

REPORTING IMPACT: 
Let your supporters know how they have helped 
make a difference for kids!

INSPIRE

FolloW uP oN gIFTS MAdE 
ANd lAST-CHANCE “ASKS”:

•  Send a personal thank you message 
to each of your donors, or even give 
them a shout-out on social media.

•  Keep donors updated on your 
progress toward your goal and reach 
out to non-responders to give them 
another chance to donate. 

•  Take advantage of the automated 
e-mails (the tool does the work 
for you!) that can be generated as 
reminders to your networks.

SHARINg THE IMPACT:

•  Share inspiring stories and news from 
St. Louis Children’s Hospital with 
your donors to show them how their 
gifts are making a difference. 

Visit our patient stories link 
on our website to read more: 
StLouisChildrens.org/about-us/meet-
our-patients.

An inspiring patient story: Meet Abigail (pictured above)
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floor, where she was a patient for 
four weeks. “We can never express 
what Children’s means to our 
family,” Erin says. “We had amazing 
doctors, nurses, therapists and 
others who are the very best at 
what they do.”

During Abigail’s time on the 
12th floor, she had regular rehab, 
including speech, occupational and 
physical therapy, as well as music 
therapy and other programs offered 
through Child Life Services.

“We want others to know about our 
experience, and we want to give 
back to Children’s and encourage 
others to do the same,” Erin says. 
“This bad scenario has definitely 
restored my hope in humanity. I 
don’t think of what happened as 
bad, just one bad experience that 
brought us to Children’s, where so 
many amazing things happened.”


